Pelvic radiation necrosis and osteomyelitis following chemoradiation for advanced stage vulvar and cervical carcinoma.
The treatment regimen indicated for most advanced stage vulvar, vaginal, and cervical cancer usually involves adjuvant chemoradiation therapy. Although the risk of complications is low, there have been reported cases of radiation necrosis and osteomyelitis following treatment for vulvar, vaginal, and cervical cancer. We present a vulvar cancer patient and a cervical cancer patient, both of whom were treated with radical surgery and postoperative chemoradiation. Following therapy, they were afflicted with pelvic radiation necrosis and osteomyelitis. The patients underwent surgery to resect the necrotic bone tissue and long-term antibiotic therapy to treat their osteomyelitis. They have since recovered and are followed closely by their gynecologic oncology and infectious disease physicians. The radiotherapy utilized to treat advanced stage gynecologic cancer can cause intestinal, vaginal, and urologic complications from micro-vascular damage to the organs. Pelvic bone osteonecrosis is a rare but disabling complication of pelvic radiation. Fortunately, with aggressive therapy, these patients may do well clinically.